INTRODUCTION
The origin of Homoeopathic system of medicine dates from as early as in 1813 AD in Germany. In India, Homoeopathy as a system of medicine was introduced first by the British in West Bengal (Bhandari, 1986) . Ever since its introduction in India, it has gained good importance and enjoyed patronage by local traditional paractioners. It is note-worthy to mention here that most of the Homoeopathic medicinal plants are ubiquitously found in hill stations like Nilgiri and Kodaikanal of South India.
Nilgiri district with its wide range of agroclimatic conditions forms a cradle land for the cultivation and maintenance of several medicinal plants. This district is well known for its rich flora and medicinal and economic significance. It is needless to mention here that ca. the district constitute 60% of Homoeopathic medicinal plants in India.
The Nilgiri district is one of the smallest districts of Tamil Nadu popularly known as the Blue Mountains. It lies between 11 0 , 12' and 11 0 , 43'N and 76 0 ,14' and 77 0 ,1'E. The general topography of the area consists of undulating hills and elevated land, the elevation ranging from 400 -2,623m. The elevated region has a tropical climate, with the high altitude contributing to the low temperature. The monsoon weather, Southwest and North-east, both contribute to the annual rain fall ranging from 1312 mm. The temperature varies from a minimum of 0 0 C to maximum of 30 0 C, the hottest part of the user from March to May.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The materials for the present study forms a collection of plants from different seasons at various places from Nilgiri district, Tamil Nadu, South India during [1984] [1985] [1986] [1987] [1988] [1989] [1990] [1991] [1992] (Allen, 1982; Clarke, 1982 and Boericke 1984 Specimen examined : Government Botanical Garden, Udhagamandalam, 6.1.1986 , Rajan 1062 and 28.9.1990, 3706 (Flowering & Fruiting) .
Distribution:
A native of Europe and W. Asia in India cultivated as garden ornament.
Uses : It causes weakness and cardiac depression with dropsy. Rheumatic pains. Especially about left shoulder and heart (Boercike, 1984 Leaves alternate, saggitate-cordate, 7-9 palmately nerved ca 9*6 cm., petiole upto 4.5 cm. long, penduncle generally 1-flowered, longer than the petioles. Flowers rose-purple, corolla 7.5 cm. long with a plat lip. Fruit not seen.
Fl.: April -May and SeptemberNovember
Specimens examined : Government Botanical garden, Udhagamandalam, 21.9.1987 , Rajan 2035 (Flowering), Doddabetta Reserve Forest, 21.11.1987 , 2057 (Flowering) and 28.10.1990 .
Distribution: Indigenous to Mexican
Adens; introduced into India, cultivated and also found as a garden escape in the high altitude of Nilgiris.
Uses : Anus soreness. Coryza. Diarrhoea. Gout. Fainting Restlessness (Clarke, 1982 Uses : Headache in the forehead. Pressute in the pit of the stomach and internal surface of the stermum. Pain in the outer portion of the leg, above the ankle. Itching on the tibia (Boericke, 1984) . Herb with loose-hairy leaves up to 30 cm. high, slender. Leaves rosette, ovateoblong or rotund-oblong 7*7 cm., base sub-cordate, petiole ca. 7cm. long. Bracts small. Linear and unequal. Flowers violet-pink in umbels, sepals 5, petals 5, stamens . Fruit not seen.
Myrtus communis
Fl : March -May and September -October.
Specimen examined : Government Botanical
Garden, Udhagamandalam, 19.5.1986 , Raajn 1369 .
Distribution: Introduce in to India and grown in temperate regions of Nilgiris.
Uses : Chapped hands. Eczema. Eyes inflammation. Itching. Liver pain, skin affection, spleen pain (Clarke, 1982 (Clarke, 1982 Herb upto 1m high, periennial, woody, stem and leaves cottony white. Leaves pinnatifid, segments, oblong-obtuse, green above, white beneath. Flowers golden yellow in heads radiate (appearing like a single flower but actually composed of few to many small flowers (florets), ray florets 6 mm. long, disc florets with papus bristles, stamens 5, filaments free, style 9 mm. long and divides at the top into two branches, pappus while, longer than the fruit. Fruit an achenes 3mm. long, oblong, slightly ribbed. Distribution : Native to Mediterranean region; introduced into India and cultivates as a garden ornament in Nilgiris.
Uses : It cures cataract and corneal opacities. It is used externally, by instilling into the eye one drop four to five times a day. Most effective in traumatic cases (Boericke, 1984) .
